




















reliability are presented to local management for review and comment. Once management is 

convinced of the appropriate solution and scope, the projects are included for consideration in 

the final budget." Eversource's 2015 Least Cost Integrated Resource Plan, filed June 19, 2015 in 

Docket No. DE 15-248 at 33. Thereafter, the list of proposed general load growth and reliability 

projects are combined with basic business requirements, proposed aging and obsolete equipment 

projects, and new business requirements to produce a complete list of projects proposed for the 

capital budget. Id. Eversource management then prepares a capital budget proposal from this 

list of projects that meets the energy needs of customers at the lowest reasonable cost and that 

proposal is presented to the executive management ofEversource Energy (Eversource's parent 

company) in November of each year. Id. Once each operating company has presented its 

proposed capital budget, the official budget level is confirmed by year end and a final list of 

capital projects that best meets the needs of customers at the lowest reasonable cost is selected 

using updated information from projects underway, the approved budget level, and the proposed 

project list. Id. Thus, although as part of conducting the cost of service study Eversource 

reflected a plan of potential capital additions based on certain assumptions of capital spending, 

that plan does not translate into particular projects being built at a particular cost in some future 

year. Rather, consistent with the process described above, proposed capital projects of all types 

are approved, along with their budgets, on an annual basis as part of a regular budgeting process. 

Further, not only does the OCA ask for information Eversource does not have or create as part of 

its regular business, it desires that Eversource provide that information in the same format as 

some other company provided some other information for some other purpose. Eversource has 

no obligation to create speculative, new studies for the OCA, and no obligation to do so in the 
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format the OCA desires. The information sought by the OCA does not belong here and the 

Commission should not compel its production. 

13. As a final item, Eversource challenges much of the unnecessary debasement the OCA 

attempts to inject into its conclusion regarding Eversource's commitment to energy efficiency in 

New Hampshire. The ACEEE study the OCA referenced at length during the pre-hearing 

conference shows that Eversource's affiliates in other states deliver the top performing energy 

efficiency programs in the country, which they have done for years pursuant to those states' 

EERS programs. New Hampshire was the last state in New England to adopt an EERS. Thus, 

though New Hampshire may lag others in the region, that gap will be closed. Further, as shown 

in the 2019 plan proposal, Eversource has (along with the other New Hampshire utilities) 

projected that it can achieve the agreed upon goals of the EERS in 2019 at a lower cost to 

customers than previously anticipated. Eversource clearly and obviously considers energy 

efficiency as one of its core responsibilities generally and in New Hampshire specifically. 

Eversource rejects entirely the OCA's unwarranted, unfounded, and unhelpful insinuation that 

Eversource does not respect the need to conduct these programs well, and the OCA's thinly 

veiled suggestion that electric utilities should be removed from their current role of cost

effectively delivering energy efficiency programs and services to New Hampshire customers. 

Such contentions do not advance the goals of the EERS and do nothing to ensure an effective 

collaborative effort to achieve the best results for New Hampshire's utility customers. The 

OCA' s motion should be denied. 

WHEREFORE, Eversource respectfully requests that the Commission: 

A. Deny the OCA's Motion to Compel; and 

B. Grant such further relief as is reasonable and appropriate. 
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Respectfully submitted this 26th day of October, 2018. 
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